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addressed if the continent is to manage its demographic 
transition and reap the full rewards of prosperity that 
such a demographic transition can bring.

The child demographics of Africa underscore the 
often cited, but not widely acted upon, adage that 
Africa’s future is our common future. Understanding 
and addressing child demographics, and investment in 
children, should be at the forefront of this realisation. 
Another generation of children on the continent cannot 
be lost to fragility, poverty, and inequity due to failure 
to address demographic shifts. The time has come to 
acknowledge our shared responsibility to the future of 
Africa and to take the policy decisions needed for all of 
Africa’s children, present and future, to fi nally realise all 
of their rights and potential.

A call for abstracts from China
The China Academy of Medical Sciences (CAMS) and 
The Lancet family of journals invite abstract submissions 
from China for The Lancet-CAMS Health Summit, which 
will be held in Beijing, China on Oct 30–31, 2015. This 
multidisciplinary event will document the rapid progress 
and high quality research of China’s health research 
community. Submissions are invited from all aspects 
of health science including, but not limited to: clinical 
medicine, translational medicine, public health, global 
health, health policy, the environment and ecological 
systems and health, and medical education.

The core of the event will consist of keynote 
presentations from leaders in China and elsewhere, 
and will include selected abstracts. After peer review, 
accepted abstracts will be edited and published online 
and in a conference booklet by The Lancet. Work 
completed outside China can be submitted, but only 
abstracts relevant to China’s health science will be 
considered. The two best oral presentations, two best 
posters, and two best young investigators (aged 45 years 
or younger) will receive awards during the event.

The language of the conference will be English and 
abstracts should be written in English, up to 300 words 
in length, and with no references, tables, or fi gures. 

Submissions should include the following sections: 
background (including context and aim); methods; 
fi ndings; and interpretation. Please also include a non-
declamatory title (including a study descriptor—eg, 
randomised controlled trial); names, titles, highest 
degrees, and affi  liations of authors; postal and email 
addresses for the corresponding author; any funding 
received (if none, please state this); and a brief summary 
of the contributions of each author and any competing 
interests. Guidelines are available on The Lancet’s website.

Please submit your abstract as a Word document via 
The Lancet’s online submission system no later than 
April 30, 2015, stating in your covering letter that the 
submission is in response to this call for abstracts from 
China. Following peer review by The Lancet, participants 
will be informed of acceptance of abstracts for oral or 
poster presentation by June 30, 2015.
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